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The British American Cup 1995 

The British American Cup takes place in Cowes between 11th and 15th 
September 1995. Sigma 33 yachts will be used for the match · and 
the teams will consist of four boats raced by a crew of five . The 
Series will be sailed over a maximum of seven races . 

The British American Cup, one of the oldest and most prestigious 
in team racing, started back in 1921 when the clubs of the Royal 
Yacht Squadron, the Royal Thames, The Royal London and the Royal 
Victoria Yacht Clubs were joined by the Royal Clyde and the Royal 
-Northern Yacht Clubs for a new competi t'ion. The idea of the regatta 
was to encourage international team racing. The agreement under • 
which the races were to be held was drawn up between the British 
clubs and the Seawanhaka Corinthian Yacht Club from Long Island 
near New York. Racing has been taking place between these groups 
ever since, open to all comers. 

The first regatta took place off Cowes on July 21st 1921 and was 
won by Britain. The ou tcom_e of ithe first series was such a success, 
w i th Br i tq. in t akin g p o s s es s i on 'o f t he f i r s t t r o p h y f o 11 owing w i n s 
in 1923 and 1924, that a second series was proposed. It was agreed 
that the new series should be held every other year alternating 
between Britain and America. As before, the first country to win 
three matches would take the series. The . next series started on 
the Clyde in 1928 and the British won by three races to one. However 
this proved to be the last time that Britain won the cup for many 
years . 

Amer i ca t r i ump he d f r om 1 9 3 0 
decline in 6 metre raci.ng on 
designer by the name of Olin 
era of American supremacy . 

until the outbreak of the war. The 
the So lent and . the rise of a young 
f Stephens II combined to create an 

Following the war the next series was contested in 1949 with the 
Seawanhak~ Club continuing where they left off years earlier. The 
apparent invincibility of the Americans ' in the 1951, 1953 and 1955 
series' caused a lull in interest for the cup on this side of the 
Atlantic for about 20 years. During this time the 6-metre class 
almost disappeared f rem European· waters and it looked as if the 
British American Cup had run its course. 

However, the series was revived in 1974 and although ~the racing 
no longer took place in 6-metre boats, the rules and the essence 
of the Competition remained. 1986 saw the next match in the compet-
ition with American triumphing by 4 races to 2 in Cowes .and again 
the US in 1989 when the British T~am was captained by Ian Macdonald-
Smith with Tim Law, Andrew Hurst and Peter Nicholson. The next 
round in the British American Cup will be held in 1995. 


