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.SIX METRE SAGA

PART I  1924 -  1972

by John Reeve-Fowkes

She lay  in  a dark co rn e r o f  th e  shed -  a s le e k  k e e l - le s s  h u l l ,  shored up on high 

chocks, dusty  and f o r e lo r n .  At f i r s t  s ig h t  she was n o t fo r  me: ■ a h u ll  w ith o u t a 

k e e l p re sen ted  f i t t i n g - o u t  problem s way beyond my ex p erien ce  (and probably  beyond rny

m eans). In  the  Immediate p o s t-w ar y ea rs  the  p r ic e  o f  le ad  was s t i l l  h ig h , and I 

would need about 2J tons o f  i t .  Drawings would have to  be found, o r  a naval

a rch i ter  t p m n 1  n v o H "t" V * -J — ----- * — w  ■» . . 1 • ■
*  v  —  a  h C C l .

i n h i h l t ^ d  m o ©
. _ -----------------v * T W -  441 J  4 I  X V i l U j t c  v t?  • He f e l l  i n s ta n t ly  lo r  the h u ll  and the

c h a lle n g e  i t  p re sen ted T rue, he had no f in a n c ia l  w o rries  s in c e  I was go ing  to  be

the  paym aster, bu t h is  en thusiasm  scor. persuaded me th a t  t h i s  had to  be th e  y ach t we 

were lo o k in g  f o r .  Under the  d u s t and d i r t  we found narrow mahogany p lar.k ing  in  

rem arkab le  c o n d itio n  fo r  h e r age, and down below the  whole 36 f e e t  o f  h er v a rn ish ed  

ra c in g  b u l l ,  unimpeded by any b u lkheads, looked as good as new.

*How much?” was the  a l l  Im p o rtan t q u e s tio n . The owner o f  B ursledon S h ip y ard , 

whoso name escapes me a f t e r  n e a r ly  AO y e a rs , owned the  h u l l .  S u b sequen tly , we *
le a rn e d  th a t  she was a 'd e b t 1 b o a t which ex p la in ed  the  absence o f a k e e l - th e  lead  

had been so ld  to  s e t t l e  yard  b i l l s .  The answer - £60 fo r  th e  h u l l ,  s p a r s ,  r ig g in g  

and a s u i t  c f  s a i l s  -  sounds today l ik e  th e  b a rg a in  o f  the  c e n tu ry . But in  1952 i t  

was s t i l x  q u ite  a l o l  o f  money fo r  a young te a c h e r  w ith  a growing fa m ily .

1 th in k  th e  yard owner saw in  us a couple o f  l ik e ly  la d s  who would r id  him of 

a h u ll too  good to  sc rap  bu t a lm ost u n sa le a b le  w ith o u t a k e e l .  His charm ing s o f t -  

s e l l  approach was i r r e s i s t i b l e  when he p o in ted  o u t a s i s t e r - s h i p  ly in g  c lo se  by, w ith  

a c y s t  iro n  keel re p la c in g  the  o r ig in a l  and f i t t e d  ou t as a c ru is in g  y a c h t. F u r th e r 

more, th e re  was an a rc h i te c t-d e s ig n e d  'p lu g ' f o r  the  keel which we could  borrow w ith 

o u t ch arg e . By the  end Of th e  day I was the  proud owner o f  Z e n ith , 6 -m e tre , designed  

and b u i l t  by F ife  in  19?A, a s u c c e s s fu l  y ach t In the  heydey o f  6 -m etre  ra c in g  in  the  

' tw e n tie s  and t h i r t i e s ,  a champion o f  the  0 C lass (w ith  s a i l  number Q8) when ra c in g  

resumed in  the  S c le n t a f t e r  th e  Second World War, She was b u i l t  fo r  Mr J L a u ris to n

Lewis, and subsequent e n t r i e s  in  Lloyds R e g is te r  show th a t  ow nership passed  to  h is
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d a u g h te r who, I b e l ie v e , ra c ed ^ in  the  U nited S ta te s ,  In  the  ' t h i r t i e s  she was

owned by L t. C ol. H .M .E,.Bradshaw, d esc rib ed  by Susannah R itc h ie  in  h e r book

'S o le n t  Days and Ways' as "a la rg e  g in g e r-h a ire d  man w ith  a pow erful v o ice  and

sp lended  re c o rd . A p p ro p ria te ly  h is  f i r s t  name was H ercu les bu t he was known

as .’Monty' fo r  th i r te e n  y e a rs he held  the  reco rd  fo r  the  b e s t  tim e In

the R o u n d -th e -Is lan d  ra c e , s a i l e d  in Ronnie B u rto n ’s Isk a re e n  and he had many

su c c e sse s  w ith  h is  6 -m etre  Z e n /i th ,

In  1952 i t  must be adm itted  th a t  S teve and I  knew very l i t t l e  about

6-metr®' o r  any o f  the  I n te r n a t io n a l  R ating  c la s s e s  o cher than th a t  they  were

A>/
/ b u i l t  Xi a form ula which p e rm itte d  some v a r ia t io n  in  desig n  through a system

o f  com pensations: fo r  exam ple, a le n g th e n in g  o f  the  w a te r l in e  to o b ta in  a

th e o r e t i c a l  speed advantage would have to  be o f f s e t  by a reduced s a i l a re a ,  o r

some o th e r  f a c to r .  Thus the  c la s s  could be raced as i f  i t  were 'one  d e s ig n '

and w ith o u t the n e c e s s i ty  fo r  hand^-capping , w hile d e s ig n e rs  could experim en t

in  h u ll design  ( a lb e i t  w ith in  r e s t r i c t e d  l im i t s ) to  the  advantage o f  yach t

design  g e n e r a l ly .

in c h e s , and

k e e l gave a

f
(

The p r in c ip a l  d im ensions o f  Z en ith  were 36 f e e t  o v e r a l l ,  b re a d th  
/ ’ 

dep th  (w ith  subsequen t iro n  k e e l f  3 , f e e t  6 in c h e s . The

-  4 -d c s ig ry d ep th  o f  5 f e e t .  The bow and c o u n te r overhangs am ountedyo
So

th i r d  o f  the o v e r a l l  le n g th . The m ast was f e e t  from tru c k  toa lm iiffl|s 'st a

keelso n  and the  boom 18 f e e t lo n g .

At the tim e we were n o t very concerned about th e se  d im ensions. Our main

i n t e r e s t  la y  in  the  s iz e  and shape o f the  hog and w hether th e  p lug  f c r  an iro n

k ee l would f i t  w ith o u t too much m o d if ic a tio n . We need n o t have w orried  - the

match was a c c u ra te  to  w ith in  an e ig h t of an in c h , in c lu d in g  k e e l b o l t

o r ig in a l

6 f e e t  8

lo c a t i o n s .

We were p lan n in g  to  f i t o u t Z en ith  as

eng ine and decided  to  reduce the  w eight o f

a c ru is in g  y ach t w ith  an a u x i l ia ry

the  new k e e l by about 10 p e r cen t

com pensate fo r  th e  en g ine , m a te r ia ls  used in  c o n s tru c t io n , fu e l  and w aldr

ta n k s , and fo r  i n t e r i o r  b a l l a s t  to  r e s to re  any im balance which m ight

-2 -
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In  r e s t r o s p e c t  t h i s  was an e r ro rs  we should  have keDt the  b a la s t  k e e l i n t a c t ,  

even though she might, have f lo a te d  below h e r designee m arks, fo r  Z en ith  proved 

to  be very  te n d e r . I t  was easy enough to  reduce the  k ee l w eight - th e  p lu£  

was D u llt  o f  2 inch  p lanks and we sim ply removed the  to p .o n e  (u s in ^  i t  as a 

p a t te rn  f o r  deadwood between hog and k e e l)  b efo re  send ing  the  plug  away fo r  

c a s t in g .  The c a s t  k e e l ,  which weighed 2 .3  to n s , c o s t £64 d e l lv e re

Ze n i th  was c o n s tru c te d  l ik e  a dinghy w ith  steamed fram es at 6 in ch es  

a p a r t  and every  fo u r th  fram e made from sawn cak , f in is h e d  to  a f Jon about 

one and a h a l f  in ch es  sq u a re . Mahogany p lan k in g , th re e  inches wide and 

f in is h e d  to  between h a l f  an inch  and th re e  e ig h th s  o f  an inch  were fa s te n e d  

w ith  copper r i v e t s  to  the  steamed fram es and bronze screw s to - th e  sawn fram es.

Some of the l a t t e r  had broken a c ro ss  th e  g ra in  and had been s tre n g th e n e d  by

s h o r t  fram es spanning  th e  f r a c tu r e ,  o r  by la rg e*  fram es ly in g  a lo n g s id e . The 

steamed fram es were v i r t u a l l y  undamaged, though many o f  the  r i v e t s  had l o s t  

t h e i r  heads and had to  be re p la c e d . Some o f the  o r ig in a l  s t e e l  f lo o r s  were

s t i l l  i n t a c t ,  though

accommodating the  keel

r u s t in g  r a th e r  th in ,  
a  

b o l t s  hd been re c e n tly

However, the  main f lo o r s  

re p la ce d  w ith h e a v ie r  wrought

1 ro r .. G en era lly  the  2 8 -y ear o ld  h u ll  was in rem arkably good c o n d itio n  and

th e re  was very l i t t l e  we nad to  do in  the  way o f r e p a i r s  and renew als .

By May 1953 th e  iro n  k e e l had been f i t t e d ,  the  h u l l  and canvassed deck 

p a in te d , the  bottom  a n t i - f o u l in g e d , the  sp a rs  v a rn ish ed  and th e  g a lv a n ise d  

r ig g in g  t r e a te d  w ith  ru s t-p re v e n t in g  f l u i d .  As I r e c a l l  n e i th e r  s ta n d in g  nor

runn ing  r ig g in g  needed renew ing, w hile  the  m a in sa il and j i b  were worn bu t 

s t i l l  s e r v ic e a b le .  So we were ready fo r  the g re a t  day -  the  lau n ch in g  o f  a 

th i r ty - tw o  y ear o ld  6 -m etre  a f t e r  a long  lay  up. We h<id_ bean warned by

f r ie n d s  th a t  she m ight le a k  a b i t ,  bu t we were no t p repared  fo r  the  enormous 

In ru sh  o f  w a te r which th re a te n e d  to  s in k  her a lo n g sid e  the  c rane  j e t t y .

There was f r a n t i c  a c t i v i t y  by yard  s t a f f  and w orried  owner to  f in d  saw dust,
I  

which s p r in k le d  around th e  h u ll  i s  suppoed to  be sucked between th e  p lan k s and 

expand, thereby  p ro v id in g  ’ i n s t a n t ’ c au lk in g . W hether t h i s  p a l l i a t i v e  works

-3 -
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o r n o t I  have do u b ts : I  can see  t h ^  saw dust may f i l l  and cau lk  seams c lo se  to  

th e  s u r f a c e ,  bu t how I t  can reach  gaps In the g a rb o ars  i s  beyond me. However,
A

by the  tim e Z en ith  had sunk to  a le v e l  o f  h a ll' her free b o a rd  the  in ru sh  had 

slowed down, and by the end o f  the  day we were reaso n ab ly  hopefu l t h a t  she 

would rem ain a f lo a t  o v e rn ig h t. Indeed , a f t e r  pumping o u t the  fo llo w in g  

m orning she was f a i r l y  ’ t i g h t '  and w ith in  a few days she was as  dry as she 

would ev er be w ithou t e x te r io r  h u ll  tre a tm e n t.

A fte r  a weekend s te p p in g  the  m ast and s e t t in g  up the r ig g in g  we were 

ready to  take to  s e a . W ithout an a u x i l ia r y  engine and w ith  two and a h a lf  

m ile s  o f  the  R iver Hamb^ to  n a v ig a te  b e fo re  re ach in g  the  S o le n t, we c a s t  o f f  

w ith  some t r e p id a t io n ,  having f i r s t  made su re  th a t  winds would be l i g h t  and 

t i d a l  s tre am s fa v o u ra b le . We need n o t have w orried  -  Z en ith  handled l ik e  a 

dinging respond ing  q u ic k ly  to  helm and s a i l  a d ju stm en ts . In  those  days the 

Hamble had no m arin as, very few p i l e s ,  and only w e ll s c a t te r e d  m oorings, so 

th e re  was p le n ty  o f  room to  ta c k .

The e x c i t in g  s a i l in g  we enjoyed in  the  summer and autumn o f 1953 gave us 

p le n ty  o f  in fo rm a tio n  about the  h u l l  and i t s  s a i l i n g  q u a l i t i e s .  F i r s t l y ,  we # 

found th a t  the  iro n  k e e l ,  though i t  b rought her down very c lo se  to  h e r m arks, 

a l te r e d  her c e n tre  o r l a t e r a l  r e s is ta n c e  very c o n s id e ra b ly  and she had heavy 

w eather helm. s e c o n a iy , tne  g a rb o ard s  and a d ja c e n t p lanks were v is ib ly  

opening and c lo s in g  when under s a i l  In fo rc e  A and over b e e -ee W , and we were 

c o n s ta n tly  pumping o u t. T h ird ly , the  l i g h t ly  c o n s tru c te d  h u l l ,  w ith  on ly  the 

hog arid th e  deck s h e l f  beams in  tim ber o f  any r e a l  su b s ta n c e , tw is te d  l i k e  a 

ra c in g  dinghy when under s a i l ,  made c le a r ly  v i s ib l e  by the canvassed deck 

which rucked in to  a wave fo rm a tio n , runn ing  d ia g o n a lly  from. bgw to  s te r n  and

r h o n r r - i  n  cr 1 n t r  h n  t . A C l / .

1 A E O  ]  4 CH’ *
i p y  w n  v  i  j u u  u ^ n j .  v  n  j .  .k. *  ** w u- «  -

in  B ursledon S hipyard  f o r  f i t t i n g  o u t as a c ru is in g  y a c h t. Our p lan  was

T  . J , I .  _ 1 _  » . A  . ~  P
.L i l  L t  Jr? f lU V U W U  U l

sim ple?
*• »

to  s t i f f e n  the  h u ll  l a t e r a l l y  w ith  th re e  b u lkheads, and lo g i tu d in a l ly  
A

w ith  s o l id  cab in  s id e s ,  in c lu d in g  c o ck p it coamings and e x te n s io n s  over the
F n r r d o r U  f -o ir l  c o u n t e r *  h n - t H  ■Tr’rxm 1 1 ........  ...........

■ ° 3 ------------ -----------------— ” — - W . . Q W , .  V A ii lV V - i  <> J J V /U i -J n x - l  K,
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s p e n t  p l a n n i n g  th e  s h a p e  o f  t h e s e  lo n g  m em bers to  d i s g u i s e  a s  f a r  

a s  p o s s i b l e  th e  h e i g h t  o f  th e  d o g h o u s e  c o a c h  r o o f  to  g i v e  

s t a n d i n g  h e a d ro o m  a t  th e  a f t  e n d .  The f o r e w a r d  b u lk h e a d  w as 

p l a c e d  j u s t  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  m a s t  w i th  a s m a l l  d o o r  th r o u g h  w h ic h  

we c o u ld  e n t e r  th e  f o ’ c ’ s l e  by c r a w l i n g  on h a n d s  and  k n e e s .  H ere  

we i n s t a l l e d  th e  h e a d s ,  b u t  e v e n  w i th  th e  c o a c h r o o f  e x t e n d i n g  

f o r w a r d  som e t h r e e  f e e t  we had  to  b u i l t  a h a t c h  o v e r  to  m ake u s e  

o f  i t .  The w o r ld  knew w h a t w as g o in g  on when a h e a d  a p p e a r e d .
o

The s a l c n  had tw o c o n v e n t i o n a l  b e r t h s  a t  t h e  f o r w a r d  e n d .•  x  ’

J A. 'V  -  « .  4 4- U  4- v w A  / *  f  .1 J  • ■■ -  •  ~ " ■
’ "  U  1 1 i i  i i g  “ i u v  c  .  v ,  h j - u i i  v „ v  a  V  x  u  *  p x p c w v d  u v e r  b u t ;

c h i l d r e n .  They u s e d  t h e s e  u n d e r  p r o t e s t ,  f o r  th e y  w ere  n a r ro w

and  u n c o m f o r t a b l e ,  w i th  v e r y  l i t t l e  h e ad ro o m  o v e r . In  tn e

d o g h o u s e  t h e r e  w as a q u a r t e r  b e r t h  or. t h e  s t a r b o a r d  s i d e ,  r u n n i n g  

u n d e r  th e  c o c k p i t  s e a t .  So we c o u ld  s l e e p  f i v e !  An e n g in e  box 

o c c u p e d  a b o u t  h a l f  th e  s o l e  i n  th e  d o g h o u s e ,  t h e  to p  s e r v i n g  a s  a 

g a l l e y  w c p R ln g  s u r f a c e .  The g a l l e y  s t o v e  w as h o u s e d  on  th e  p o r t  

s i d e  o v e r  t h e  e n g in e  b o x , w h ic h  was' i t s e l f  o f f s e t  f o r  a s h a f t  ,  

p a s s i n g  th r o u g h  th e  p o r t  q u a r t e r .  S t e p p e r  w as an A u s t in  7 

e n t h u s i a s t  and  we fo u n d  an e n g in e  w h ic h  he m a r i r . i s e d  v e ry  

s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  and  w h ic h  g a v e  Z e n /^ h  a f o r w a r d  s p e e d  o f  5 k n o t s  a t  

h a l f  t h r o t t l e .  The e n g in e  g a v e  u s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  f o r  n e a r l y  18 

y e a r s  w i th  o n ly  r a r e  f a i l u r e s .  T h e re  w e r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b l o c k s  

e x c h a n g e d  and  r e - b o r e s  m ade d u r i n g  t h i s  t im e  and  I r e c a l l  

s e a r c h e s  in  s c r a p y a r d s  f o r  s u i t a b l e  m a g n e to s .  The g e a r b o x  was

mpH’-ifioi-i w’ th  » sv s tf tin  o f  s p r o c k e t s  and  c y c l e  c h a i n  V h lc j i  e n a b l e d  

t h i r d  g e a t  to  be u s e d  f o r  d r i v i n g  Z e n i t h__a s t e r n  a t  a b o u t  3 |

k n o t s .  A b a f t  th e  e n g in e  box w as a b u lk h e a d  w i th  a c e n t r a l  

c o m p a n io n  way i n t o  a f a i r l y  s p a c i o u s  c o c k p i t ,  w i th  t h e  t h i r d
I 

b u lk h e a d  p o s i t i o n e d  j u s t  f o r w a r d  o f  th e  r u d d e r  p o s t .

- 5 -
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i t h i n k  o u r  p la n  was p r o b a b ly  s s good  a s  i t  c o u ld  b e ,  h a v in g

r e g a r d to  th e  s h o r t a g e  o f  s p a c e  b e lo w d e c k s .  C e r t a i n l y  we n e v e r  
T-*'"' Ac-jr 

a c c o m m o d a tio n . /  
A-

a lm o s t  e v e r y  w eek en d  fro m  A p r i l  t o  O c to b e r  and  c r u i s e d

m ade an y  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e s  to  th e We s a i l e d

d u r i n g  th e

sum m er m o n th s , e n j o y i n g  v e ry  h ap p y  s a i l i n g ,  some a n e c d o t a l

i n c i d e n t s ,  and tw o m a jo r  d i s a s t e r s ,  b e f o r e  p a r t i n g w i th  Z e n i t h in

1 9 7 2 .

I r e c a l l o u r  f i r s t d a y - s a i l  i n  Z e n i th  a f t e r h e r  c o n v e r s i o n

to  a c r u i s i n g y a c h t . As lo n g  ago  a s  1954 Cowes a t t h e  w eek en d

te e m e d  w i th y a c h t s and d i n g h i e s  s c u r r y i n g  a ro u n d a p p a r e n t l y

a i m l e s s l y , f o r th e  s t a r t i n g  g u n , and w i th  o u r

c o r c p a r i t l v e i n e x p e r i e n c e we w e re  r e l u c t a n t  to  e n t e r . So we

s a i l e d  i n t o G u rn a rd  Bay w i t h o u t  r e f e r e n c e  to  c h a r t s  and d ro p p e d

a n c h o r . When we r e - a p p e a r e d  fro m  b e lo w a f t e r  iu  n c h an d  an

a f t e r n o o n n a p  we fo u n d  o u r s e l v e s  a f l o a t in  a p o o l , e n t i r e l y

s u r r o u n d e d

we w e re  in

by r a c - k s .  A q u i c k  r e f e r e n c e  to

o n o f  th e  S o l e n t  m a rk e ds e c

P ro h d  b 1 t e d '

r e a s o n

th e  c h a r t  show ed  t h a t

A n c h o r in g  and  F i s h i n g
♦ 

th ea n d  when we l i f t e d  th e  a n c h o r  we d i s c o v e r e d

s u b m a r in e  c a b l e  was e n t a n g l e d  in  tfflfe f l u k e s . We

w a i  1 1 n g

a

a

i

q u i c k l y  f r e e d  t h e  d a m n in g  e v i d e n c e ,  and  on a r i s i n g  t i d e  b e a t  a

h a s t y  r e t r e a t .

A few  s e a s o n s  l a t e r  I h a d ,  I  f e a r ,  becom e o v e r - c o n f i d e n t  in  

my a b i l i t y  to  h a n d le  Z e n i t h  in  a l l  c 1 r c u m s t a n c e s . R e t u r n i n g  to  

B u r s l e d o n  a f t e r  a day  s a i l  w i th  my b r o t h e r  D a v id  and  h i s  f a m i l y  

whc befjxr.e .. I. I n a d v e r t e n t l y  a b a n d o n e d  s h i p ,

l e a v i n g  them  in  c h a r g e  o f  a 6 - m e t r e  u n d e r  f i l l  s a i l .  The 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w e re  t h e s e :  Z e n i t h  had  an 1? f o o t  boom r e a c h i n g

o u t  abeam  on a ru n  to  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  n e a r l y  h a l f  th e  y a c h t ' s  

l e n g t h  an d  a lm o s t  o u t  o f  s i g h t . Z I t  w as s a d  t h a t  a v e r y  s l i g h t  

_ ■ " > > " >  _ r> a r  t-. R h n n ld  c a u s e  th e  end  o f  t h e  boom to  to u c h  |U IO J J > -z -• “ - -- —j r -■
h lt h e  r i g g i n g  o f  a m o o re i  y a c h t , s n a g g in g  on th e  b o l t - h e a d  o f  th e
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o u t h a u l I t  w a s  e v e n  s a d d e r  t h a t  t h e  s k i p p e r w i t h

a d m i r a b l e  p r o m p t n e s s , '  b u t  w i t h o u t  d u e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  s h o u l d  l e a p  

o u t  o n t o  t h e  c o u n t e r  a n d  m a n h a n d l e  t h e  boom  t o  f r e e  i t .  I t  

f r e e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a n d  s w u n g  o u t  a s  Z e n _ i th  s a i l e d  p a s t ,  t a k i n g  t h e  

s k i p p e r  w i t h  i t  a n d  l a n d i n g  h im  a s  n e a t l y  a s  a c i r c u s  a r t i s t  o n  

t h e  f o r e d e c k  o f  t h e  m o o te d  y a c h t .  D a v id  s t i l l  r e m e m b e r s  w i t h  

d a z e d  s h o c k  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  n e x t .  To b e  l e f t  i n  c h a r g e  w i t h o u t  

w a r n i n g ,  t h e  s k i p p e r  h a v i n g  a b a n d o n e d  h im  i n  s u c h  a n  o d d  m a n n e r , .

w a s  n o t  i n i t i a l l y  f r i g h t e n i n g ;  i n d e e d ,  t h e r e  w a s  so m e  l a u g h t e r  a t  

t h e  a n t i c s  o f t h e  s k i p p e r w h en  t h e  t r u t h d a w n e d  a n d  t h e

r i g h t i n t o  t h e r i v e r  b a n k ’ a p a n i c s i t u a t i o n  b e g a n o d e v e l o p .  I

h a v e t o  a d m i t t h a t  D a v i d  m a s t e r e d t h e  a r t  c f  s t e e r i n g  i n  d o u b l e

q u i c k a n d  m a n a g e d  b y  g r e a t g o o d  l u c k  t o s t r i k e  t h e  b a n k

w h e r e w a s s o f t  a n d  m u d d y , a n d b e f o r e  we w e r e m u t u a l l y o u t  o f

e a r s h o t . He h e a r d  a n d  u n d e r s t o o d my n e x t o r d e r t o  u n d o a l l t h e

b i t s  o f r o p e a t  t h e f o o t  o f  t h e m a s t  a n d p u l l oow n t h e s a i l s .

T h i s  w a s a m i s t a k e  on my p a r t ,  f o r a s  s o o n a s  t h e s a i l s  w e r e  dow n

p r e s s u r e h o l d i n g  t h e y a c h t a g a i n s t  t h e  r i v e r  b a n k  w a s  r e l e a s e d

XX L '  V  J .  ±  U  R  1  U

. B u t

4 — — -   -----  . .  5 . >
x  i i  v & i y .  y . c i u

*. ■ .  »■ . .
U U & X A 2 H A  a i / c e r

1.1 m e ,

i  t

r i s i n g  t i d e  Z_er-1: a d r i f t e d  o f f  a n d  p r o c e e d e d  t i d e - b o r n e

u p s t r e a m h e r  m a i n s a i l  a n d boom  h a n g i n g  o v e r s i d e  i n  t h e w a t e r .
J

W h a t m i g h t  h a v e  h a p p e n e d n e x t  d o e s  n o t  b e a r  t h i n k i n g a b o u t .

F o r t u n a t e l y  I  w a s  o u t o f  e a r s h o t  o r  I f l i g h t  h a v e i s s u e d

f u r t h e r  d i s a s t r o u s  o r d e r s . E v e n m o re  f o r t u n a t e l y ,  ? r e t i r e d

l o n g s h o r e m a n  w ho w a s  f i s h i n g f r o m  a d i n g h y  i n  B j r s ’l e * <  n . p o o l , a n d

who h a d  c re w e .a  Z e n i t h  i n  h e r r a c i n g d a y s ,  sa w  w h a t w a s  h a p p e n i n g

a n d r o w e d  o v e r  t o  t a k e  c h a r g e .  He h e l p e d D a v i d  t o  d r o p  a n c h o r

a n d  t h e n  c o l l e c t e d  t h e  m a r o o n e d  s k i p p e r .  He d i d n ' t  h a v e  m u ch  

s e n s e  o f  h u m o u r ,  n o r  d i d  we a t  t h e  t i m e  s e e  t h e  f u n n y  s i d e  o f  i t ,  

s o  h i s  d e r i s o r y  c o m m e n ts  a b o u t  a m a t e u r s  s t a t e d  i n  v e r y



u r - p a r l i a m e n ta r y  la n g u a g e , were

The f i r s t  o f th e  d i s a s t e r s  

r*I had jo in e d  th e  P b r t c h e s t e r  

m ooring  o f f  F o r t c h e s t e r  C a s t l e .

n o t  w e ll r e c e iv e d .

o c c u r re d  in  th e  e a r ly  ' s i x t i e s / ’.

S a i l i n g  C lub and had a sw in g in g

A f te r  a heavy o v e r n ig h t  g a le  I

d ro v e  down to  th e  h a rb o u r  on my way to  work to  f i n d  Z e n ith  sunk

a t  h e r  m o rn in g s , w ith  o n ly th e  to p m ast a p p e a r in g  above th e  w a te r .

|"S he  had been h o led  u n d e r th e  f o r e f o o t ,  p ro b a b ly  by a b a u lk  o f 

t im b e r .  The b o a ty a rd  a t  G o sp o rt Hard s a lv a g e d  Ic c p  th a n  

24 h o u r s ,  l i f t i n g  h e r  on s l i n g s  be tw een  two la u n c h e s  to  s h a l lo w e r  

w a te r  on th e  f i r s t  t i d e ,  th e n  p a tc h in g  h e r  w ith  c an v a s  and 

pum ping h e r  o u t  on th e  second  t i d e ,  when she was towed round  to  

G o sp o rt and c ra n s d  v u u . Even in  t r i s  s h o r t  tim e th e  b i l g e s  

r i l l e c i  w ith  s e v e r a l  in c h e s  o f  mud and e v e r y th in g  w a s  r r r tF r . i r .o to d  

w ith  e n g in e  o i l  from  th e  sump. The d in g h y , w hich we s p e c i a l l y  

d e s ig n e d  and t u i l t  to  s i t  on Z e n i th ’ s c o u n te r ,  e i t h e r  u p r ig h t  in  

a c r a d l e ,  o r  u p s id e  own o v e r th e  c r a d l e ,  d i s a p p e a r e d  and was 

n e v e r  se en  a g a in .  T h is  was a sad  l o s s  f o r  it, was l i g h t  enough to  

l i f t  ab o ard  s in g le - h a n d e d ,  y e t  roomy enough to  accom m odate th r e e  

a d u l t s ,  a f t e i t  w ith  l im i t e d  f r e e b o a r d .  W ith in  s ix  weeks r e p a i r s  

and re n e w a ls  w ere c o m p ile , th e  e n g in e  s t r i p p e d  down and r e b u i l t ;

o n ly  th e  m agneto  needed  to  be r e p la c e d .  We a ls o  took  a d v a n ta g e  

o f  th e  di s a s t e r  to  do so m e th in g  about, th e  r i g  in  an a t t e m p t  to  

re d u c e  b o th  Z e n i th 1 s t e n d e r n e s s  and th e  w e a th e r  helm sh e  c a r r i e d ,  

i o  t m s  end we c u t  8 f e e t  o f f  th e  m ast ar.d 4 f e e t  o f f  th e  boom, 

r e d u c in g  th e  s a i l  a re a  and m oving fo rw a rd  th e  c e n t r e  o f  e f f o r t .  

The r e s u l t  was t h a t  Z e n ith  s a i l e d  a t  a much n o re "  c o m fo r ta b le  

a n g le  w ith  red u c ed  w e a th e r  he lm , and w ith  a new s u i t  o f  s a i l s  

seem ed to  lo s e  n o th in g  in  p e rfo rm a n c e . We a ls o  made ar. e f f o r t  to  

s lo p  th e  e v e r - p r e s e n t  le a k s  in  th e  g a rb o a rd s  when u n d e r s a i l .  

From th e  b e g in n in g  th e r e  had been some c o p p e r  t i n g l e s  and th e s e  

we r e p la c e d  w ith  more e x te n s iv e  c o p p e r s h e a th in g .  T h is  o n ly

u



r e s o lv e d  th e  p rob lem  o f  le a k s  cau sed  by th e  downward

p r e s s u r e  o f th e  m ast on th e  hog , fram es and p la n k ln .e  b o th  fn rw ^ H

a; cl a t t  o f  th e  m ast s t e p .  At a l a t e r  d a te  we t r i e d  w hat was th en  

a new t r e a tm e n t  l in k e d  w ith  th e  d ev e lo p m en t c f  w a te rp ro o f  g l u e s  - 

C a s o v e r  -  in  w hich a c lo s e l y  woven f a b r i c  was g lu e d  to  th e  

p re p a re d  n u l l  and th e  f a b r i c  m oulded to  th e  h u l l  s h a p e . We

c o h e re d  an a re a  o f  a b o u t 8 f e e t  x 

th e  h u l l  so t h a t  we co u ld  a p p ly

4 f e e t  on b o th  s i d e s ,  t e n t i n g  
"pi ‘'■<-4

h e a t  from e l e c t r i c  f. 1 g u ? to

c u re  th e  g lu e . A f te r  a p p l i c a t i o n

w a te r - p r  jo fB ig f l u i d  w hich gave a

The r e s u l t  was v e ry  s a t i s f a c t o r y  and

rhe  seco n d d i s a s t e r  o c c u r re d  in

and h i s  w i f e , to g e th e r  w ith  h e r

th e  c lo th  was p a in te d  w ith  a 

/ g l o s s y /  m a c k in to sh  f i n i s h ,  

l e a k s  d i s a p p e a r e d ^ ^ .

th e  summe” o f^ 1 9 < 2 . My son 

s i s t e r ,  v e n tu re d  toote e n a g e

c lo s e  1 ish o re  when a n c h o r in g  In O sborne B ay, I s l e  o f W igh t. 

Z e n i th  took  th e  g round  and la y  a t  ar. a n g le  a t  lew  w a te r .  T h is  

had happened  on a number o f o c c a s io n s  b e fo re  in  d i f f e r e n t  p la c e s  

and was n o t c f  g r e a t  c o n c e rn . U n f o r tu n a te ly  th e  summ^of 1972 was 

v e ry  h. t  and d ry  and th e  gunw hale and a d ja c e n t  p la n k s  had opened

up . on a r i s i n g  t i d e  th ey  a d m it te d  q u i t e  a l o t  o f  w a te r  i n t o  th e

b i l g e s . The a c u te n e s s  o f th e  a n g le  a ls o  c au se d  some e n g in e o i l

to  e sc a p e  from

w ould n o t have

th e  f i l l e r  p ip e  { i f she had h e e le d  to  p o r t

o c c u r r e d )
< b i  Ils. J  

a n d ^ p e t r o l from th e c a rb ^ u r  e t t o r

t h i s

T h is

was a l e t h a l  m ix tu re  on a h o t sum m er's d a y , and when my son 

d e c id e d  to  make t e a  w h ile  w a i t in g  f o r  tn e  t i d e  to  f l o a t  h e r  o f f ,  

t h e r e  was an e x p lo s io n  and f i r e .  He s u f i e r e o  f i r s t  a e g re e  ix a s h  

b u rn s  to  h i s  le g s  - f o r t u n a t e l y  he had p u t on _& s h i f t  a f t e r  

s u n b a th in g .  H is w i f e ,  s t i l l  s u n b a th in g  bn th e  c o c k p i t ,  l e a n in g  

a g a i n s t  th e  doghouse  and h e r  l e g s  s t r e t c h e d  o u t  a lo n g  th e  c o c k p i t  

s e a t ,  was o u t o f  th e  l i n e  o f  f l a s h  and e sc a p e d  u n in ju r e d .  Her

- 9 -



young s i S t e r ,  s i t t i n g  a t  th e  end o f  th e  c o u n te r  w ith  h e r  f e e t  in  

th e  w a te r ,  had h e r  h a i r ,  eyebrow s and e y e la s h e s  s in g e d  even 

th o u g h  she was more th a n  12 f e e t  away from che doghouse  

com panionw ay . H is w ife  r e a c te d  w ith  a d m ira b le  p ro m p tn e ss  and had 

my son up from  below  and o v e r  th e  s id e  I n to  th e  s e a  ir, a m a t te r  

c f  se c o n d s  - th e r e  was o n ly  th r e e  f e e t  o f w a te r  a t  th e  tim e  and 

no f e a r  o f  d ro w n in g . Not f a r  away, an ch o red  in  deep w a te r  a 

B r a z i l i a n  y a c h t  c o m p e tin g  in  th e  A d m ira l 's  Ct p s e r i e s ,  w ith  two 

crew  members ( th e  r e s t  had gone a sh o re  in  th e  y a c h t 's  d in g h y ) 

w aving  ft a n t i c  , each  w ith  a c o u p le  o f  sh in y  chrom ium  - p l a t e d  

f i r e  e x t i n g u i s h e r s ,  b u t w ith  no means o f  g e t t i n g  c lo s e  enough to

use  them . My so n , re c o v e re d  from  th e  shock  o f th e  e x p lo s io n  and

re v iv e d by h.ls sudden  im m ersion  in  th e  s e a ,

V  H  *1
U  ■ M  | -* t h s  '■ * 4 n » h v  s»r>ri r n w e r l . .  n v o . i? .  . f-.n ■ ' e  ,  . .  <. ) -  e n r 5sr*>m.e

p r e c io u s tim e w^s l o s t  in  t r y in g to  make th e  e x t i n g u i s h e r s  work

i n s t r u c t i o n s  were .in P o r tu g e s e . E v e n tu a l ly  a number o f  j e t s  w ere

p la y in g  on th e  s e a t  o f  th e  f i r e  in  th e  d o g h o u se . By t h a t  tim e

were* ta k e n

to  e x p la in

la u n c h  As h b u r to n  had a r r i v e d  and my son and h i s  r 'am ily  

o f f .  Tne l a s t  th in g ^ > -  c r i e d  to  do b e fo r e  l e a v in g  was 

to  th e  B r a z i l i a n s  th a £  th e y  were s ta n d in g  on to p  o f

th e  p e t r o l tan k  w h ile  f i g h t i n g  th e  t i r e .  By g re a c  good f o r tu n e

th e r e  no f u r t h e r . e x p lo s io n s  and th e v . S ucceeded  in  p u t t i n g  th e

f i r e  o u t .  M eanw hile th e  pollcfc> 'L aunch la n d e d  i t s  p a s s e n g e r s  in

Cowes, w here an am bulance was w a i t in g  to  ta k e  them to  N ew port

H o s p i t a l .  A sh b u rto n  r e t u r n e d ,  and when th e  t i d e  l i f t e d  h e r ,  

Z e n i in  was towed to  Cowes and moored a lo n g s id e  th e  Town Quay.

When 1 saw Z e n i th  th e  fo l lo w in g  m orn ing  she was a sorjZy s i g h t .  

The lo w er m ast and boom were b la c k e n e d , th e  teF y le .n e  m a in s a i l  had 

p a r t i a i j v  m e lte d  and hung down In  f e s to o n s ,  w h ile  down b e lo w ,

th e r e  w ere l a r g e  a re a "  o f  c h a r r e d  t im b e r ,  in c lu d in g  fra m e s  and
p la n k in g . I found  th e  p e t r o l  tan k  s t i l l  h a l f  f u l l  o f  f u e l  -



l e  u n d e r  t h e  t a n k  w h e r

d e d  w i t h ' t h e  b e s t

T h i s  « a s  a l m o s t  ray l a s t  v i e w o f  Z e n i t h t h e

u n d e r  r i t e r s  w e r e  c o n c e r n e d ' s h e  w a s a w r i t e - c f f . - T h e y  s o l d h e  r

e n  n u s a s  t who h a d  h e r

S o u t h a m p t o n

e x t e n s i v e l y

ar. <5 s h e  w a s p r o u g n t  b y an

r e p a i r e d by t h e  E l e p h a n t

B o a  t y s . Bq r s 1 e d o n . I t w as s a i d t h a t  t h e new c w n e r  c  r  u 1 id

e B a l  *• ' c a n d r o a d o u t  a v e r y  s e v e r e g a l e i n  t h e K o r  t  h

1 L a t e r , e n d s s a i d t h a t  s h e h a d  b e e n  s e e n  i n a W e 1 s  n

h a r t - I

e i ’ e i f ' . e r  Z e n i t h  w as . j u s t a m em o ry o f  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s o f v e r  y

h a p p y s a i l i n g . I m - .g in e  my t h e r e f o r e ,  w hen 4  T ' my

d a u g h t e r  t o o k  me i o  a b o a t y a r d  ir> ^ a l i s c a t *  t o s e e Z e n i t h a s  I h a d

c o m p l e t e l y r e  s t o r e d t o  t h e  6 - r e t  r e s h e

w a s

A  '; Iz t

b e f o r e

e o n  t h e iC l y d e  i n 1 924 t u  t  t h a t i s

trn-A-Urc’r - ^ - t  c— y - 1 1 -
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