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BRITISH-AMERICAN CUP
By SAMUEL WETHER1LL (A ssociate Editor of “ Y a ch tin g ”)

By winning four out of seven races, the British team 
of Six-Metre yachts won the International Six-Metre Team 
Race for the third time, thus becoming permanent posses­
sors of the International Six-Metre Trophy offered four years 
ago by the Seawanhaka Corinthian Yacht Club, of Oyster 
Bay, under whose auspices the present series was held.

The races this year were sailed, with two exceptions, in 
moderate to strong breezes, the wind in one race blowing 
a good 35 miles an hour, resulting in two British boats, 
Betty and Thistle, losing their masts, and a third, Zenith, 
cracking her boom. Unfortunately, there were fouls in 
three races, protests being lodged by boats of both teams, 
resulting in a disqualification on each side, affecting the 
status of the winner in both instances.

All the races were held under the auspices of the Sea­
wanhaka Corinthian Yacht Club, over 12-mile courses, 
alternating between triangular, and windward and leeward. 
The windward and leeward courses were 3 miles to a leg, 
sailed twice over, and the triangular courses were 2 miles 
to a leg, sailed twice over. In every instance the course 
was set so that the first leg was to windward. All courses 
were laid off Oyster Bay, well out in Long Island Sound, so 
that possible flukes of wind and tidal eddies would be 
avoided as much as possible.

In scoring, points were awarded to each boat according 
to the number of competitors she defeated, plus a point for 
completing the course, a system in almost universal use in 
America. But, unlike previous contests in these races, the 
match was arranged so that the first team to score four 
victories was to be adjudged the winner, regardless of the 
total number of points scored in all races. The winning 
boat each day also received an additional J point, in order 
to break a possible tie score.

The British team was made up of Zenith, designed hv 
Fife, owned and sailed by Mr. J. Lauriston Lewis; Betty, 
also designed by Fife, owned by Mr. G. E. Haklinstein, 
and sailed by Air. Colin Newman; Echo, designed, owned, 
and sailed by Sir Thomas Glen-Coats; Thistle, designed hv 
Fife, owned by Lady Baird, and sailed by Mr. Granville 
Keele and Mr. Joseph Hannon. •

The American team was comprised of Paumonok, de­
signed by Gielow, owned by a syndicate from the SeaWanhnka 
Corinthian Yacht Club, and sailed bv Mr. C . ' Sherman 

Hoyt; Lea, also designed by Gielow, owned by Mr. J. F. 
Bermingham, and sailed by Henry L. Maxwell; Heron, 
designed and owned by Clinton II. Crane, and sailed by Mr. 
C. F. llavemeyer; and Dauphin, designed by Gardner, and 
owned by Messrs. Harold Tobey and J. M. Hoyt.

FIRST RACE

The first race, over a windward and leeward course, was 
sailed in a fresh north-westerly breeze and lumpy sea, re­
sulting in a win for the British team by the close score of 
19J points til 17, and an individual triumph for Betty, which 
won a hard fought contest from Paumonok, the second boat, 
bv 1 min. 10 sec. Both leaders, favoured by a shift in the 
wind, had a comfortable lead over Zenith, the third boat, 
with Heron, Echo, Lea, Dauphin, and Thistle straggling 
behind.

The store of the race may be quickly told. The American 
craft were slightlv better to-windward, but the British boats 
more than offset this superiority by their wonderful work 
with lifted sheets.

SECOND RACE

Summary, First R ace, September 6
Boat Elapsed Time

11. M. S .
Points

Bettv (British) ....................... .....  2 21 28
Paumonok (American) ............ .....  2 2 2  44 ••• 7
Zenith (British) ...................... 2 2 3 57 ••• 6
Heron (American) .................. .... 2 25 41 ... 5
Echo (British) ........................ .... 2 27 25 ... 4
Lea (American) ....................... .... 2 27 29 ... 3
Dauphin (American) ............. .... 2 28 59 ... 2

Thistle ( British) ......... I
3t.nl points: Great Britain 19J; United States 17

The second race was sailed in a fresh south-westerly breeze 
over a b-mile triangular Course, sailed twice over. Dauphin 
led the fleet on the first round, followed bv Zenith, Betty, 
Heron, Lea, Echo, Paumonok, and Thistle. All the 
American craft again showed good form to windward, but 
were outclassed by the British boats on the leeward legs.

At the start of the second round the wind#iauled southerly, 
making the windward leg a close fetch. On this leg I’au-
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tnonok, on the starboard tack, struck Echo, on the port tack. 
•Echo, after proceeding a considerable distance, withdrew 

from the race when her helmsman saw a protest flag living 
on Paumonok. Lea and Paumonok both passed Heron, 
while the others held their positions to the weather mark.

With spinnakers to port on the next leg. Zenith quickie 
drew up on Dauphin, secured the inside berth at the mark, 
and rounded with a lead of five seconds going into the last 
leg, a close roach to the finish. Zenith showed remarkable 
speed on this leg, drawing away from Dauphin and winning 
with ease. On account of the withdrawal of Echo, the race 
resulted in a win for the American team, giving them 19 
points to 16] points for the British boats.

Summary Second Race, September 8
Boat

Zenith (British) .................
Dauphin (American) ........
Betty (British) .................
Paumonok (American) .... 
Lea (American) ...............
Heron (American) ...........
Thistle (British) .............
Echo (British) ... Bottled 

Total Points: United States,
Paumonok and withdrew 
19; ( treat Britain, 16',.

Elapsed lime Point
I 52 32 ... 8 1
I r  i f>5 ■ • —/
I r 1 44 ... ().»<>
I Ci 51 ... -dT

. . . .  I Cd 57 4

. . . .  1 cc i6 -T
' 55 44 ... 2

THIRD RACE

The third race of the series was sailed over a windward and 
leeward course in a 35-mile soutbcrlv wind and rough sea, 
which dismasted Betty and Thistle, broke Zenith's boom, 
and finally resulted in a win for the Americans bv a score of 
19 points to 165. Eor the third successive time a British boat 
led the fleet home, despite the fact that two out of four were 
out of the running.

'Die race was entirely between Echo and TIeron, so far as 
first place was concerned. Echo, the American craft, clearly 
outsailed her rival on the two windward legs, but the British 
tlver went past Heron on. the leeward runs as though the 
American boat were anchored, finally leading her across the 
finish line by r min. 36 sec.

The dismasting of Betty mnd Thistle occurred on the second 
■windward leg, when they were in fourth and fifth places re­
spectively. Betty's crew pluckilv rigged a jury sail, using the 
boom as a mast, and completed the course.

Echo protested Paumonok when the latter, on the port trick 
crossed Echo's bow. Echo's helmsman claiming that he was 
forced to bear awav in order to keep clear. The protest was 
not allowed bv the Committee.

Summary Third Race, September 9
Elapsed Time PointsB o a t

Echo (British) ...............................
Heron (American) .......................
Zenith (British ................................
Paumonok (American) ...............
Dauphin (American) ...................
Lea (American) ...............................
Belta (American) ..............................

Credited with

is •7 ... 8
19 53 ... 7
-5 27 ... 0
2b io • • • 5
28 43 ... q
36 4<s • • • 3

imc not taken

f in is h in g  and 
aw arded 2 

points.

Total Points: I itited States, 19; Great Britain, i(>{.

FOURTH RACE

A rec i-s  of a da\ was taken to allow the d isabled  boat.- 
to m ake rep a ir-, so th a t the fourth  race was sailed  over a 
tr ia n g u la r cour-e  on Thursday, S eptem ber 11, and resu lted  
in a B ritish  victorv by a score of 10'4 points to 17. in 
w eather which wa- considered  favourable to the A m erican 
team . T he wind wa - from the wc-t, waiving in stren g th  
from  -ix to t in  m ile- at d ifferent stages of the race. I he 
wind was of the tlukiest varie ty , constan tly  hau lin g  back 
and forth sonic th ie e  or four po in t-, accounting  in a g rea t 
m easure for the wide gap - separa ting  the boats at the fini-h.

( )n the first leg, to w indw ard. H eron , p resum able  a heavy 
w eather c ra ft, went out ahead of the fleet and rounded  the 
first m ark  eb see. ahead of Betty, with D auph in , Lea, and 
T h istle  follow ing close. On the next leg. a beam  reach. 
B ettv  soon passed H eron, and was never headed thereafter. 
On the rem ain ing  leg- Zenith ou treaehed  the fleet, w orking 
into th ird  position, while Echo, in last p lace , and  covered 
bv an A m erican boat, split tacks, picked up a favouring  
slan t, and jum ped  from eighth to sixth place, these two 
perform ances v irtually  w inning the race for the B ritish .

S T A R T  O F T H E  SE C O N D  R A C E : -  Z E N IT H . B ET TY , H E R O N . LEA. PA U M O N O K . EC H O . T H IS T L E  Cleft to right)
[Photo b>f Rosen feld . Nw  York
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Summary, Fourth Race, September, i i

B oat E lapsed T im e
ji. m. s.

B etty (B ritish) .........   2 i i 48 .
H eron  (A m erican) ......................... 2 12 59
Z enith  (B ritish ) ........ •........................ 2 13 14
D auph in  (Am erican) ....................  2 14 18
Lea (A m erican) ................................  2 15 13 .
E cho (B ritish) ........................   2 16 43
T histle  (B ritish ) .............................  2 1, 54 .
Paum onok (A m erican) ............   2 18 10 .

Po in ts

S.1
7 
o
5
4
3

T o ta l p o in ts : G reat B rita in , if f l t s  U n ited  S tates, i z .

FIFTH RACE
T he American team  trium phed  in the fifth race of the 

series, sailed over a w indw ard and  leew ard course in a ligh t 
to m oderate south-w est breeze, by a score of 20 to 10’4. 
points. O nce again  a B ritish  c raft finished in first place, 
but th is tim e it was only  by the scant m arg in  of 1 sec. 
th a t Zenith  nosed out D auph in  in  one of the m ost m em orable 
finishes ever know n in 6-nretre racing .

T he s ta r t w as to w indw ard  in ligh t a ir and a bobble of 
a sea, Lea and  Z enith  hav ing  the best of it, w ith  D auphin  
and  P aum onok m oving well, and the o thers stru n g  out. 
E cho quickly split tacks w ith the fleet, h it a soft spot, and 
w as entirely ou t of the ru n n in g  from then on. T he  race 
developed into a fight betw een tw o pairs of boats, L ea and 
B etty , and  D auph in  and  Z enith . T he  first pa ir led on the 
first round, w ith Lea ahead , and  D auphin  and Z enith  close 
behind. T he  la tte r  two boats got a slight lift of w ind on 
the second round , and  w ere the leaders a t the end of the 
w indw ard leg, D auph in  leading Z enith  by 24 sec. a t the 
tu rn . On the sp innaker run  to the finish Z enith  steadily 
closed the gap  un til a  hundred yards from  the finish the 
boats w ere neck and  neck, Z enith  finally push ing  her slim 
bow across the line sec. ahead of the A m erican boat.

Summary, F ifth Race, Friday, September 12
B oat E lapsed T im e Points

H. M. S.
Zenith (B ritish ) ........................ ... 2 21 9 ... ,8|
D auphin (A m erican) .............. ... 2 2 1 1 0  ... 7
Lea (A m erican) ................... ... 2 2-1 2 .. (1
Betty (B ritish ) .................... •• -’4 5 ... 5
H eron (A m erican) .......... 2 2 c  ;  . . .  4
Paum onok (A m erican) .......... - - 7 5 3  ... 3
T histle  (B ritish ) ......................... ... 2 29 48 . 2
Echo (B ritish) ........................... ... 2 39 25 ... 1

T otal p o in ts : U n ited  S ta tes, 20; G reat B rita in , i(>J.

SIXTH RACE
E n te rin g  the sixth race on S atu rday , Septem ber 13, with 

the score 3 to 2 aga in s t them , the. B ritish  boats put up a 
gam e, but, a p p a ren tly , losing battle  when the Anicm .m 
c ra f t to ta lled  19'4 points to tin if 17 in what was thought to 
be the defcidine race of tin series. But Betty protested 
D auph in , the w inning boat, for fa iling  to keep clear of Hetty 
when the la tte r w as on the s tarboard  tack. T he testimony 
at the hearing  of the pro test w as conflicting, and, rather 
than  cause  any hard  feeling , the ow ner and skipper of 
D auphin  requested  tha t th e ir c raft be disqualified. The 
d isqualification  of D auph in  reversed  the stand ing  of the 
boa’-, so th a t the B ritish  team  eventually  were declared the 
w inners by 214 points to 14.

T he race ivaH sailed over a  tr ia n g u la r course in a light tn 
m odera te  south-w est wind and  sm ooth sen. On the first 
round  D au p h in , Zenith, B etty, and  P aum onok showed fine 
form  to w indw ard. 1 here was some close work on the lee­
ward le g ', the B ritish  boats, as usual, having the best of it, 
si th a t they fini-.hcd the first round  in the following order: 
D auph in , T h istle , P aum onok , Z enith , L ea, B etty, Heron, 
and Echo.

T he wind freshened  som ew hat on the second round, 
Zenith passnm  P aum onok , the o thers ho ld ing  the same 
positions, D auphin  leading T h istle  across the finish line by 
21 sec.

Summary, Sixth Race, Saturday, September 13
Boat E la p se d  'l ime

H. M. S.
Points

T h istle  B ritish) ..................... .. SI
Zenith  (B ritish) ..................... ......  2 2 <S 7
Pauinonok  (Am erican) . . . .  . 6
Lea (A m erican) ....................... ...... 2 3 4‘f •• 5
Betty (B ritish) ........................ ...... 2 3 50 ■■ 4
H eron (A m erican) ................... ...... 2 4 54 « 3
Echo (B ritish) .......................... ...... 2 5 44 .. 2
D auphin .....................................

T otal [joints : G reat B rita in , 21J ; U nited S tates, 14-
SEVENTH RACE

W ith  the series a tic at three races for each team , tin
seventh and deciding race of the series, sailed in a light 
easterly  breeze and a sloppy sea on M onday, Septem ber 15. 
resulted in a clear-cut win ijy the B ritish boats by a score of 
214 [joints to 15. Z enith , w inning  her th ird  race in the series, 
sailed like a w itch in the light going, though hard pressed 
bv Loa on both the w indw ard and leew ard legs. Dauphin 
and P aum onok, supposedly ligh t w eather c ra ^ , could do n« 
better than  fifth and sixth places, respectively, with Heron 
tra iling  the fleet. At no tim e w ere the American boats

ECHO. PAU M O N O K. HERON. A N D  BETTY A T  LE E W A R D  M A R K  IN SECOND RACE
[ I ’llVtO b j  ElJWIX I .IA U K , .V.T.
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dangerous, the  B ritish  c ra ft clearly  ou tsa iling  them  on all 
points of sailing , w ith  the exception of Leu, w hich surprised 
the experts by ou tsa iling  Z enith  on the runs to leew ard a fter 
being pocketed h r  B ritish  c ra f t on the w indw ard  legs.

S ummary, tth  R ace, M o nd a y , S eptem ber  15

T otal P o in t  S co re  f o r  S eries

B oat E lapsed  T im e
11. .M. S.

P oin ts

Z en ith  (B ritish ! .......................... .... 2 45 i<) .. SJ
L ea (A m erican) .......................... .... 2 40 41 .. 7
T h istle  (B ritish ) ......................... .... 2 47 29 .. (>
B etty  (B ritish) ............................ .... 2 48 S 5
D auphin  (A m erican) ............... .... 2 49 ib  .. 4
P aum onok  (A m erican) ............ .... 2 4<) 59 .. 3
E cho (B ritish ) ............................ • 2 5<> 37 2
H eron (A m erican) ..................... ■ 2 51 15 .. 1
T o ta l p o in ts : G rea t B rita in , 21 1; U nited S tates >5-

B ritish T eam A m erican T eam
49?
?8 i

3 2
Betty ...................... P aum onok  ................ .30
T histle  .................... 2 l j H eron ...................... 3 0
E cho ......................... 201 D auphin  ................. 2<)

T ota l ................... 129I T otal .................... 121

OTHER CONTESTS

Follow ing the B ritish -A m erican  C up con tes t several 
o ther races were sa iled . O n S eptem ber 17 I.ca , Mr. J . .F .  
B c rm in g h am ’s six -m etre  yach t, and supposedly  a lig h t­
w eather rac in g  c ra ft, sa iled  in fine form  in a heavy n o rth ­
east breeze on L ong  Is la n d  Sound, and  cap tu red  the Lady 
B aird  trophy  from  seven o ther A m erican  six-m etre boats, 
finishing the tw elvc-m ile course 22 sec. ah ead  of G rebe, 
sailed  by Mr. H. B. N evins, and  a no tab le  heavy w eather 
jirrfo rm er.

Lea was sa iled  in the race by Mr. G. S herm an  H oyt and 
led p rac tica lly  from  s ta r t to finish. T he  trophy  offered by 
Lady B aird  for com petition*by the A m erican  boats was an 
old silver ta n k a rd  m ade in E n g la n d  in 1740.

T he n o rth -easte r, which rose in s tren g th  in the- a f te r­
noon to en ty -e igh t knots, was accom panied  by a d riv ing  
rain , w hich, w ith the flying spray , d renched  the rac ing  
sailors. T he  e a s te rly  blow also ra ised  a long, ro llin g  sea 
in the S ound , in to  w hich the rac ing  yach ts p lu n g ed  the ir 
bows.

T here  w ere th re e  races sa iled  in  a ll, one in the m orn ing  
and two in the a fte rnoon . T he  m orn ing  race was a contest 
for both  A m erican  and  B ritish  six-m etres for the Noble 

prize, and one of the afternoon  contests was for the prize 
offered by Lady B aird , and the o ther a race for the B ritish  
six-m etre boat-, the' prize for which was given by the 
A m erican team . T he N oble prize and  the second a f te r­
noon race were both cap tu red  h an d ily  by Echo, the B ritish 
six-m etre, owned by Sir T hom as G len-C oats, which has 
1 -tab li-h ed  a repu ta tion  a= a fine rac ing  c raft in heavy 
w eather.

H acausc of suffering from a cold Sir T hom as G lcn- 
t  oats d id  not .-ail in c ither rat e, the helm sm an on Echo 
being Joe H anncn.

T he course for the T.adv B aird  trophy race was over a 
triang le  of six m iles, sailed twice around , o r twelve m iles 
in  a ll. T he  s ta rtin g  and finishing lines w  between 
the com m ittee boat and  the M iddle G round  buoy, w ith 
tu rn in g  m arks at C entre  I-Iand  buoy and Lloyd s Neck 
bell. T he  first leg was a reach, the second a th ra sh  to 
w indw ard, and the las t leg a run.

A fter ge ttin g  free of the o thers soon a fte r  the s ta rt. Lea 
began to show her heels to the rest of the A m erican six- 
m etres, and finished the first round  of the course t min. 
5 sec. ahead of C om m odore S tew art's  Iris, with G rebe only 
5 sec. astern  of the S eaw anhaka flagship. H eron was fol­
lowing G rebe c losely , with D auphin  only 3 sec. astern . 
P aum onok and C lytie following.

Mr. Johnston  De F orest's P risc illa  pu lled  out her jibstay  
in the heavy seas, and  w ithdrew from the race on the second 
log of the first round. Ir is  held well up  in the race on the 
next leg. but L ea was 58 sec. in the lead a t the first tu rn , 
with G rebe 12 see. astern  of Iris. G rebe w ent into second 
p lace when Iris  had  some trouble  with her boom , and 
gained on I ca on the wind. L ea rounded  the windward 
m ark  38 sec. ahead  of G rebe, and ran  down to the finish 
very fast, crossing  the l i r e  22 sec. ahead of the Nevins 
yacht, which had gained  16 sec. off the wind. ?>lr. C. H. 
C rane 's H eron was th ird , 43 sec. astern  of G rebe. The 
official tim es were as follow : ,

r  ,n i - h
II. M . S.

T.ea, Mr. J. F. B erm ingham  ■..................  5 14 38
G rebe, Mr. P. B. N evins ........................  5 15 o
H eron . Mr. C. II. C rane  ........................  5 15 43
Iris , Mr. AV. A. AV. Stew art ....................  5 17 41
D auph in . M essrs. Hoyt and Tobey ........... 5 18 38
P aum onok, S caw anhaka S yndicate .......  5 2 1  37
C lytie, Mr. II. B. P la n t ...........................  5 23 o

E cho , S ir T hom as G len-C oats 's boat, had  th ings a ll her 
way ii> the second afternoon  race  for the Scaw anhaka 
trophy , w hich was sailed on the sam e course, bu t only 
once around . A fter a poor start Echo speedily  went into

ECHO LEADING HERON. PAUMONOK. AND BETPY [ P h o t o  b y  R osrsTK I.n, S f , r  Y o r k
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