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BRITISH-AMERICAN

VICTORY FOR

CUP CONTEST

VISITING TEAM

A ccording to a  telegram  received in L ondon  early  on Tuesday 
by Mr. A lgernon M audslay , h o n o ra ry  secretary  to  the British- 
A m erican C up C om m ittee, o u r team  has been successful in 
w inning the Cup, th u s crea ting  a  record in being the first v isit
ing team  to w in the  tro p h y . D eta ils  ol tile racing a re  appended 
(the first th ree  races were d ea lt w ith  last week) :

FOURTH RACE
In  the  fourth  race , sa iled  off on  T hursday  las t week, the  B ritish 

team  won by 19J to 17, and evened up the series, th e  score on the 
races now  stan d in g  a t tw o a ll. N ot only d id  the  B ritish  team  
w in, bu t for the  fourth  consecutive tim e a  B ritish  y ach t led the 
Meet home.

T his tim e it  w as B etty, owned by Mr. G. E . H ald inste in , 
sa iled  by Mr. C olin  N ew m an, th e  y ach t w hich w as d ism asted  in 
T u esd ay ’s race, and w hose crew so gam ely rigged a ju ry  m ast 
a n d  continued. T his m akes two w ins for B etty  a n d  one each 
for Echo (Sir T hom as G len-C oats owner) and  Z enith  (Mr. J. 
L auriston  Lewis). M r. N ew m an, who sailed B etty, is a stranger 
to racing  on Long Is lan d  Sound, and he gave as ex ce llen t an 
exh ib ition  as a  helm sm an who had been over th is  course m any 
tim es before. H e never overlooked an  opp o rtu n ity  to  better 
the position  of h is  boat, an d  p layed the tid es and  w inds, w hich 
were tricky, to say the least, in a  m asterly  way. T he race  was 
sailed under ideal” yach t-rac ing  conditions except fo r u n p a rd o n 
able in terference from  the  follow ing fleet of y ach ts  w ith  spec ta 
tors aboard.

It was B rita in 's  day , bu t her- yachtsm en h ad  no easy  tim e of 
it, for a t the  end  of the  first round of the  six-m ile trian g u la r 
course the  A m erican team  led them  by a score of 19 po in ts to 
17. On th e  second  round  the B ritish  c raft, by w orking the 
shifty w ind slan ts  to  the lim it, by excellent team  w ork, and  
with a little  luck in getting  breaks in the w ind, pulled  th rough  
on the reaching an d  ru n n in g  legs, and won a close, hard- 
fought battle . T he w ind was w esterly and of fa ir streng th  lit 
the sta rt, but ligh tened  during  the second round , and was full 
o f spots. It was apparen tly  w eather m ore suited  to  th e  Am erican 
boats than  the  B ritish , yet the form er were ou tsa iled  w henever 
the  yachts th a t were together got the sam e streng th  of w ind. 
In  th is respect th e  series h as been full of surp rises, for it will 
be rem em bered th a t in the hard  blow on T uesday  th e  A m erican 
team  cam e th rough  in perfect condition  in w eather w hich it was 
supposed ju st su ited  the visitors.

T he .American b oa t H eron gave Betty the closest race in  the 
event, but the  B ritish  boat led her by 1 m in. 9 sec. a t the 
finish. The rest of the  fleet strung out owing m ostly  to the
liuky winds, so th a t 7 m in. ax sec. separated  the  first and ' 
yachts a t  the end . T he o rder of the finish was as fo llow s:

Poin ts
E lapsed  tim e B rit. Amer.

H. M. S.
Bettv (British) ....................... 2 II 48 8} -
H eron (American) .............. .... 2 12 59 — 7
Zenith (British) ..................... . . .  2 I J  1 4 6 —
D auphin  (.American) ........... ... 2 14 l8 — 5
Lea (American) ........................ 2 IS 13 — 4
E cho (British) ....... ................ .... 2 10 43 3 —
T histle  (British) ........................ 2 17 54 2  -----
Paum onok (American) ....... 2  l 8  IO ----- I

T otal ■ >9’1 "7
FIFTH RACE

At the  tim e of going to p ress no d e ta ils  o f the fifth series of 
races had come to hand. A pparently  the  A m erican team  was 
successful by a m ajority  of points.

SIXTH RACE
T he sixth race  was sailed on Saturday , and while th e  Am erican 

boats won a close, hard-sailed  race with a score of i o |  poin ts 
to 17, th e  race  was given to  th e  B ritish  when D auphin , 

the leading A m erican  boat, w ithdrew  as a  resu lt of protests 
lodged against he r by two B ritish  helm sm en. D a u p h in ’s with
d raw al cost the A m ericans 8 |  poin ts. As the A m erican team  won 
F rid ay ’s contest w ith a  p o in t score of 20 to ib j ,  the  m atches 
now stand  three  to  th ree , an d  the  decid ing race will be held 
on M onday.

T he race was sa iled  in  lig h t td  m odera te  w inds from  the  south
west, and  sm ooth sea conditions, w hich exactly  su ited  the 
A m erican yach ts. T he course was trian g u lar, tw o m iles to a 
leg, sailed tw ice round . T h e  first leg was to  w indw ard, a ll the 
boats crossing  on the  sta rboard  tack, and Echo, sailed by Sir 
T hom as G len-C oats, in the w indw ard b e rth . I t  was on this 
leg th a t th e  two pro tests arose. T he A m erican boat D auphin 
soon worked ou t a  lead  as th e  fleet sp lit up, a n d  a  little  later, 
while on  th e  port tack, she m et B etty , sa iled  by Mr. Colin 
N ew m an, 011 the sta rb o ard  tack. D au p h in  crossed  the British 
boat, bu t it was a  close shave a n d  Betty luffed, a lthough she 
d id  not touch  D au ph in . B etty  a t once ho isted  a p ro test flag.

T he o th er p o in t in d ispu te  involved a  m a tte r  of an  overlap 
w ith Zenith a t the m ark. On the  second leg, a  spinnaker-run, 
L ad y  B a ird ’s T h is tle  passed  Paum onok and Zenith , and  took 
the second place, a p osition  which she he ld  u n til the  end. She 
pushed D auph in  h a rd  on the  last leg of the  race, closing up on 
her fast, bu t finished a t sec. beh ind  the  A m erican boat. It was 
the  first tim e T h is tle  h ad  show n an y th in g  like form  in the 
series. She was sa iled  by Mr. G renville  Keele, bu t she had 
different paid  hands aboard . Zenith , sa iled  by he r owner, Mr. 
J. L auriston  Lew is, passed  Paum onok  on a close reach  to  the 
w indw ard m ark the  second tim e round , and  took  th ird  place. 
T he w ind had freshened considerab ly  and had  backed to  the 
sou thw ard , so th a t the yach ts  could  lay up  on  their course 
close-hauled On th is leg. E cho  was never in the  running and 
did not seen! to like the light w ind. T he boats finished in the 
follow ing o rd e r:

OECIDINC RACE

E la p  sec 
H. M

4 tim e
9.

P o in ts
Brit. Amer.

D auphin  (Am erican) ....... .......  2 01 20 — Retired
T histle  (British) ................ .......  2 Of 4 ' 81 —
Zenith (British) ................. .......  2 02 08 7 —
I’aum onok (Am erican) ... .......  2 03 IO 6
I>ea (American) ................ 2 03 49 — 5
B ettv (British) ................ .......  2 03 50 4 —
H eron (Am erican) ............ .......  2 04 54 — 3
Echo (British) ..................... . ..... 2 °5 44 2 —

T otals ............. '4

In  the seventh and  decid ing race sailed on M onday the 
B ritish  bo a ts scored a v ^ to ry , defeating  th e  A m erican team 
by 21J to 15 points.

It w as the  m ost decisive victory  of the w hole series, barring 
the one  sailed in a gale of w ind, in  w hich two of the British 
yach ts lost th e ir  m asts. T he chance to race cam e after the 
A m erican team  had  ap p aren tly  won the  series in the race of 
Sa turday. H ow ever, th e  A m erican boa t D auph in  was protested 
against in th a t race, and  w as subsequen tly  disqualified. This 
gave the  race to the  B ritish , a n d  m ade the  score three races 
to each team .

T he race w as won by Zenith , ow ned by M r. J . Lauriston 
Lewis. In the seven races sa iled  the  B ritish team  won four 
races an d  the A m erican team  three, bu t in all seven races it 
w as a  B ritish  boat th a t cam e hom e first. Z enith  won four 
tim es. Betty tw ice, and E cho  and T h istle  each  once. T he race 
w as to  w indw ard and  leew ard, twelve m iles in length , and was 
sailed in a ligh t to m oderate w ind from the north-east. The 
B ritish boats h ad  it pre tty  m uch th e ir  own way, and Zenith 
led a t a ll stages. T he A m erican yach t L ea  pressed he r at
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The British-A m erican Cup thus goes to G reat B ritain , as, by 
w inning this series, they took three out of the last four m atches.

lim es, but finished i min. 22 sec. behind her. Then cam e two
British boats, T h istle  and Betty. The order of the finish was :

Elapsed time Points
H . M. S. Brit. Am er.

Zenith (British) ......... 2 45 19 —
Lea (Am erican) ......... 2 46 41 —
T histle  (British) ......... 2 47 29 6
Betty (British) .............. 2 49 08 5 —
D auphin  (Am erican) 2 49 16 — 4
Paum onok (American) 2 49 59 — I
E cho (British) ............. 2  5° 37 2 -
H eron (Am erican) .... 2  5 1 ’ 5 — I

T ota ls ...... 2 >i >5

W e -hope to p rin t fu ll reports of th e racin g from our own 
correspondent in our next issue.

INTERNATIONAL* 12-LITRE CLASS
It is  stated, w e notice, in a  Fren ch contem porary that an order 

has been placed in F rance for a  racin g m otor-boat answering to 
the restrictions (or, rather, the restriction, fo r there is only 
one) of the I .M .Y .U . International U nrestricted 12-Litre C lass. 
I f  this be so, and we h ave  n o reason to  doubt it, it is  an exceed
in gly  welcom e piece of new s. T h e  12-Litre C lass is the biggest 
c lass which has any ch an ce  o f consistent success in Europe at 
the present tim e of econom ic depression. A  ra-litre racer with a 
speed of over 40 knots can be obtained, w e are  told, in France 
fo r a  m atter o f  Z ’ ,500 to _£r,8oo a ll com plete. N ot the least 
attractive feature o f  the c la ss  is  that it is yet another link 
between the U nited States and a ll  those countries in Europe 
w hich are affiliated to the I .M .Y .U ., inasm uch as it includes the 
Am erican 725 cub ic  in ch  class. It was in a race for the 725 
Class that the h ighest officially-tim ed speed for a pure m otor
boat with one single engine is stated to  have been recorded when 
Mr. W . B. W ild e ’s M eteor y i .  a ttained 52.37 knots in a  “  free- 
for-all ’ ’  single-engine race in A m erica  under the auspices o f  the 
M ississippi V a lle y  Pow er B oat A ssociation.

H igher speeds th an  that have been recorded in unlim ited 
pow er contests, but over 52 knots from  less than 12-litres capacity  
is a  very  pretty speed. T here is on ly one restriction in the class 
— that the total cylin d er volu m e of the engine or engines shall 
n ot exceed 12 l i t r e s ; there are  no restrictions on h u ll dim ensions 
o r  form . T h e re  is com p lete freedom in every respect. A  
Spanish correspon den t writes us that this c lass is likely  to 
become very p op u lar in  S pain , and, a s  a  result, in the M editer
ranean. W e m ay, therefore, hope to see some excellent racing 
in th is c lass n ext year. T h e class has not had tim e to develop 
very  m uch since it w as on ly adopted by the I .M .Y .U . last 
February. T h e  reports of the m eeting at which it w as adopted 
state that the p rin cip al reasons for its adoption were to provide 
a  chance fo r E u ropean -A m erican  contests at a low er cost than 
those for the B .I. T rop h y, and a lso  because it w as considered to 
be more gen erally  suited fo r international racing in Europe 
than the corresponding M onaco “  R acing-Cruiser ”  C lass, with 
its cum bersom e and out-of-date restrictions on beam , freeboard, 
displacem ent, and seating cap acity. There appears to have been 
com plete unanim ity in the voting w hich brought a  third 
I .M .Y .U . U nrestricted C lass into being.' It m ay be objected 
th at some other figure than 12-litres would better have suited 
possible British com petitors, but it must be rem em bered that an. 
intern ation al C lass exists fo r the purpose o f  international 
racing, and that, in consequence, the w ishes o f the m ajority  
must settle the choice of a  cylinder volum e lim it.

T he 12-Litre C lass is  not w ithout having a practical s id e ; 
quite 'a num ber o f  exceedingly fast single-step hydroplanes w ith 
engines of about 12-litres cylind er volum e have been built in 
B ritish yards for delivery overseas— a good m any to South 
A m erica— for com m ercial use on some of the immense rivers 
w hich are to be found there. In m any outlandish places w ater
w ays offer the most practicable  m eans of tran sit, and w here 
distances are im m ensely long and stream s run fast, a light dis
placem ent high-speed c ra ft is the most p ractical solution o f  the 
traffic problem  fo r busy men. Sport and business have no 
direct connection, but m otor-boating history has proved that the 
tw o act and react upon each  other— and to their m utual benefit. 
From this point of v iew  the i2-Litre  U nrestricted C lass offers 
attractions w hich the sm aller U nrestricted C lasses, such a s  the 

and 3-litre, cannot offer.

Y acht’s Deck Seams.— Specify Jeffery’s No. 1 Manne 
Glue. It is cleanly, elastic, and insoluble. No. 7 used for 
Waterproof skins between plankings of diagonally built 
boats, pinnaces, etc.— ALFRED JEFFERY AND Co., Marsh
gate. Stratford. London, E. Telegrams: “ Marine Glue, 
London.” — (Advt.)

PORT OR STARBOARD TURNS?AND SOME R E FLE CT IO N S ON RACING
By JO H N  \V. U A R D

A  large num ber of im portant international m eetings and motor 
boat races for special prizes which are being planned for next 
year has naturally enough attracted attention to the thousand 
and one little problem s connected with the organisation and the 
practical m anagem ent of international races in general, and has 
raised discussion upon several interesting and im portant points. 
A n  analysis of the program m es and racing instructions of the 
most im portant international m eetings which have taken place 
of recent years, such as those of M onaco, Cannes, Ghent, T o r
quay and H erblay, provide data w hich are both interesting and, 
in connection w ith one or tw o questions, rather curious. Now 
that there is a  properly constituted and well supported inter
national board of control in the shape of the International Motor 
Y ach tin g U nion, there is uniform ity pretty well everyw here in 
the principal classes for w hich races are given in international 
meetings. T here is also a fair m easure o f uniform ity in racing 
methods so far as starting signals and such things are concerned. 
But there still remain questions upon which divergent views 
arc held bv the organisers of international races.

T he m ost im portant of these is the question of marks. Should 
m arks in a race be left to port or to starboard? One asks the 
question from the point o f  view  of any principle which m ay 
be involved. In the great m ajority of races, and in a m ajority 
of countries the racing instructions provide that m arks shall 
be? le ft on the starboard hand— which is but logical consider
ing the direction of rotation o f  most engines, and the fact that 
most racing craft have their propellers directly  coupled to the 
engines. 'This is a question upon which a good deal of discus
sion is proceeding at the present moment. A t the Monaco 
meetings buoys were a lw ays left to p o r t ; there w as a very 
sound reason for doing so because if starboard turns had been 
insisted upon and a vessel’ s steering gear had gone wrong in 
rounding the home marks the boat would in evitably have been 
wrecked on the rocks under the T ir  aux Pigeons. But that was 
the only reason for leaving m arks to port. T h e result was that 
builders of fast boats designed their steering gear and fixed the 
position of the. rudder specially in order to be able to turn to 
port more easily . British com petitors who were accustom ed to 
starboard turns not infrequently altered the position of their 
rudders in order not to lose speed or stab ility  when turning to 
port at M onaco.

Last year when the centre of international motor-boating 
activ ity  in the M editerranean was sh ifted  from  M onaco to 
Cannes the old rule of leaving buoys on the port hand was m ain
tained, presum ably from  the force o f  habit. A s a  result the 
same rule w as adopted at the Lake M aggiore M eeting in Italy 
and that at B arcelona in Spain. T his year, again, the advance 
program m e of the Cannes .Meeting, w hich w ill take place next 
spring, states that buoys w ill have to b6 left to port. T his has 
raised quite an interesting discussion in certain European y a ch t
ing journ als, and the balance of the opinions expressed is that, 
first o f  all, there should be uniform ity everyw here on this ques
tion, and, secondly, that buoys should be left on the starboard 
hand, and not upon the port. T he m atter is one o f  real im port
ance, and esp ecia lly  to British com petitors in foreign races. In 
hom e waters turning to starboard is the universal custom  in 
races for fast boats round a closed course. I f  they are required 
to turn to port in foreign events our com petitors have either got 
to a lter their rudder gear or be placed a t a  disadvantage. It is 
abso lu tely  essential that there should be a uniform  rule on this 
point.

A  confrere in Spain. Senor Jose A stell, who has done a good 
deal of racing both in sa ilin g and m otor craft, writes that before 
the programm e of next year’ s principal Spanish meetings are 
drafted, a settlem ent o f  the question of port or starboard turns 
w ill be attempted. T his is a  very wise decision, and one upon 
w hich the F ederacio C atalan a de M otorism e M aritim o and the 
recentlv-form ed Federacion E spanda de M otorism o M aritim o are 
to be congratulated. I f  a  plebiscite w ere taken am ongst racing 
owners and clubs throughout the world there is no doubt that 
there would be an overw helm ing m ajority  in  favou r of m aking 
starboard turns obligatory for fast boats.

T^ast year there w as great discussion on the question in 
A m erica, and sheaves of letters appeared in the various journals 
dea lin g  w ith the sport of motor-boat racing. In the end it 
resulted in a form al decision that “  right-hand turns ”  would be 
insisted upon in all races in the waters of the United States. It 
m ay appear rather surprising to some people that left-hand turns 
w ill be prescribed in M editerranean racing next spring, but the 
reason for this has alre-adv been explained. There is a possi
b ility  that this w ill be changed, but ’as the programme has 
already been- issued and circulated a ll over the world, it would


